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The mission of the Affirming congregations’ network across Canada is as follows: Working for 

the full inclusion of people of all sexual orientations and gender identities in the United Church 
of Canada and society. Drawing from our faith traditions, drawing strength from Biblical stories 

of liberation, the prophetic call to live justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with God, and 

from Jesus' witness to God's inclusive love.  

 

Minister:  Vicki Obedkoff  
Worship Leaders:  Jacob Armstrong; Erwin Stanzel 

Affirming Guest Speaker: The Rev. Erin Shoemaker 
 

Prelude   VU12 Come Touch Our Hearts   Patricia Deibert, organ; Frank Harrington, trumpet  

        
Territorial Acknowledgment  

 

We are grateful to gather on the land of Treaty 6 territory and for the care of this land 
through the centuries. We are all Treaty people. 

 
Welcome 
 
Welcome to worship today with the communities of Knox and St. Thomas Wesley United 
Churches.  We are proud to be on the Affirming journey.  
This morning our minister Vicki Obedkoff will be in conversation with The Rev. Erin 
Shoemaker, a founder of Herstory calendar, a United Church of Canada minister, and a 
member of Queer Seniors Saskatchewan.      
 
Call to Worship 
Called to be part of God’s life, 
 We pray with God’s people in hope. 

Claimed to be part of a caring life, 
We work with God’s people for good.  

Curious to be part of a learning life, 

We learn with each other in faith and with open minds. 
 Let us worship God who calls us to mentor and 

 mend; to tend and befriend; to love and to learn together. 



 
Invoking the Spirit    VU 411 O God We Call                
 
O God we call; O God we call, from deep inside we yearn, 
From deep inside we yearn, from deep inside we yearn for you. 
 
 Opening Prayer 

 
Imaginative and Vibrant God, partner in Creation, we glimpse You in all the variety of beings on 

this planet. Let us celebrate the diversity of the colors of the world. With red, yellow,  and 
orange, we praise and give thanks: for the warmth of Your love shared between all Your 

children, for the energy of the Holy Spirit that powers us forward in service to You, and for the 
joys of being accepted by you, just as we are. 

 
With green, blue and violet, we  honor you for the softness of Your caring and grace, for the 

stillness of prayer when we draw close to you, and for the peace of knowing You hold us in 
Your loving embrace. 

 
Imaginative and Vibrant God, partner in Creation, You made us the way we are. We are a 

diverse blend of  all Your colors. Help us love and celebrate each other, as part of Your beloved 
creation. Amen. 

 
 Lighting of the Christ candle 

 
May the spark of Christ shine in you. 

 

Hymn      MV 154, Deep in our Hearts , vs. 1 &2                        Anne Stephenson  

 
Deep in our heart, there is a common vision; 
Deep in our hearts, there is a common song. 
Deep in our hearts, there is a common story, 
Telling Creation that we are one. 
 
Deep in our hearts, there is a common purpose; 
Deep in our hearts, there is a common goal. 
Deep in our heart, there is a sacred message, 
Justice and peace in harmony. 
 
 
 



A Reading of Mark 5: 21 -43 

21When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around 
him; and he was by the sea. 22Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came 
and, when he saw him, fell at his feet 23and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at 
the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.”  

24So he went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25Now there 
was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 26She had endured 
much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but 
rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and 
touched his cloak, 28for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” 29Immediately 
her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.  

30Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd 
and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 31And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd 
pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32He looked all around to see who 
had done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and 
trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34He said to her, “Daughter, 
your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”  

35While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your 
daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” 36But overhearing what they said, 
Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37He allowed no one to 
follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. 38When they came to the 
official’s house, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39When he had 
entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead 
but sleeping.” 40And they began to ridicule them. Then he told everyone to leave, and took the 
child’s father and mother and his own companions,  and went in where the child was. 41He 
took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” 42And 
immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they 
were overcome with amazement. 43He  told them that no one should know this, and told them 
to give her something to eat.  

Anthem (based on Psalm 130) VU 611 Out of the Depths, O God, We Call to You Phyllis Rugg 

 
Out of the Depths, O God, we call to you. 
Wounds of the past remain, affecting all we do. 
Facing our lives, we need your love so much. 
Here is this community, heal us by your touch. 
 
 



Out of the depths of fear, O God, we speak. 
Breaking the silences, the searing truth we seek. 
Safe among friends, our grief and rage we share. 
Here in this community, hold us in your care. 
 
God of the loving heart, we praise your name. 
Dance through our lives and loves; anoint with Spirit flame. 
Your light illumines each familiar face. 
Here in this community, meet us with your grace.  
 
Reflection on the Scriptures 
 
“Out of the depths,  I cry unto you. God, hear my voice”.  Psalm 130 tells it as it is.  We know 
the depths of being down, of  loss, of grief, of pulling out all the stops for someone we care 
about.  Today we hear 2 stories of 2 females, a girl in a privileged household on the point of 
death;  the other a woman labelled unclean because she has been hemorrhaging  bleeding for 
12 years.  These 2 stories become one story.   Jesus is on his way to the girl when he is touched 
by the woman who has pressed her way through the crowd.  She follows her instincts to find 
healing and she does.  Jesus addresses her as “daughter”, implying she is accepted, a part of 
the family.  Both daughters get up, are given food, and start moving around in the community 
again, into a fuller potential for their lives. The woman could have stayed sidelined - but she 
didn’t. And she told her whole truth to a witness who listened with empathy, who gave her the 
energy of time and attention. 
 
Maybe telling her whole truth was a big part of her healing.  David Kim-Cragg (These Days, 
April, May, June, 2021) offers this reflection: 
 
“The whole truth and nothing but the truth” is a phrase that might seem a little cliché. But 
what does the whole truth mean in the context of this story? Is it only what the Gospel writer 
has told us, that the woman was ill and saw Jesus and decided to touch him, believing she 
might be healed? What else might she have to tell? What might she have been trying to hide? 
We hide many things in our day-to-day interactions, both with strangers and with those we 
know intimately. But could we ever tell the whole truth to anyone? Do we even know the 
whole truth about ourselves? I think we cannot. But I think we have to try. Christ promised 
that the truth would make us free. In the case of the woman who was ill, it released her 
completely from her illness. In prayer and in our daily dealings with people, let us be honest 
and let us start to tell the whole truth, even if it might be a long story to be told bit by bit.  Let 
us pray. God, you know us fully. Help us to see and share our own whole truth. Amen.  
 
 

 

 



Herstory: A Dialogue with Vicki Obedkoff and Erin Shoemaker     
 

It’s my privilege this morning to talk with The Rev. Erin Shoemaker,  one of  six feminists who 

started Herstory: A Women’s Calendar  in 1972,   the first Director of AIDS Saskatoon in 1984, a 
spokesperson for Affirm United at General Council 1988,  and one of the first  lesbian or gay 

candidates for ministry  in the early 90s.  Please read Erin’s bio in the print version of this 
interview to catch a glimpse of the fullness of her life and the breadth of her accomplishments. 
 
 
#1 Erin, I remember those Herstory calendar. I looked forward to getting them for Christmas. 
Can you say a little about what motivated you to get it going? 
 
#2  Erin, when we chatted the other day, you said 2  positive highlights of your life was 
working with the World Council of Churches and volunteering with the Iona Community in 
Scotland. How did you end up in both these spots? 
 
#3 Erin, probably the most challenging times of your life were in ministry.  You were at the 
heart of the struggle for gay and lesbian persons to be ordained as United Church ministers in 
1988 and you have provided a reflection on that time, included in our print materials.  But the 
struggle was just beginning, as you began to work as minister and  endured many barriers to 
doing your job. Can you say a little about this, as well as share a story from your Balcarres 
experience? 
 
#4 Erin, you are in your late 70s now and hardly resting on your laurels. You are very active 
with Queer Seniors Saskatoon.  Please tell us about this group, its mission, and your advocacy? 
 
(continue the conversation about the needs of queer seniors, especially facing residential care, 
etc) 
 
#5  What is hopeful these days? Things have changed a lot in the last 10-15 years… you are 
getting a good reception in your meetings with government ministers…where are you finding 
hope? 

 

 

Thank you, Erin, for being a pioneer in full human rights for women, for all persons. For taking 
on the struggle. For going public. For suffering in the struggle, that all of us can be wholly we 
they are, to be our full spiritual selves, to find the resources within us and around us to do 
that.  For continuing to speak and to lead. May you be blessed with joy and deep 
contentment! 
 
 
 



Hymn MV 138 My Love Colours Outside the Lines  Sacred Sounds worship band, McClure United 

 

1 My love colors outside the lines, exploring paths that few could ever find;  and takes me into 
places where I’ve never been before, and opens doors,  to worlds outside the lines.      
 
 2 My soul longs to color outside the lines, tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine;  I 

want to walk beyond the boundaries where I’ve never been before, throw open doors, to 
worlds outside the lines.   
 

Chorus:                                                                                                                                                                                         
We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown, body and soul need a soaking from 

time to time.                                                                                                                                                                                

And we’ll never move the gravestones if we’re not prepared to die, and realize, there are 
worlds outside the lines. 
 

Prayers of the People 

 

Extravagant, Wild God, You lavish Creation with so many colors and sizes and shapes of Your 
creatures, whom You call good.  Your life energy, Your love energy, runs through each of us and 

calls us to share it, to express it.  Help us express Your sacred energy in good ways, in right 
relationship, in what is right for each of us, created differently and the same.  We each share 

one humanity, one Universal Spirit running through it all. Today we are moved by 3 sacred 
stories: a 12 year old girl, a bleeding woman, and a Saskatchewan feminist and queer senior, 

wanting people to be wholly who they are. Compassionate, Passionate God, you  call us to be 
our full spiritual selves. Help us find the resources within us and around us to be fully human, 

fully alive, fully ourselves. May we catch a glimpse of You in each of Your creations, especially 
in indigenous people whose humanity and children have been so horribly mistreated and 

killed.  Our hearts and minds are with the people of Cowessess First Nation in this painful time. 
Help us face the truth of our colonial past and make necessary amends, that all have the 

opportunity to know their whole truth and to flourish in the abundance of life. Amen. 

Benediction 

 

Spirit, Send us out with our minds renewed and our spirits refreshed. 

May our lives be a reflection of Creator’s love for the world.  Amen. 
 
Hymn    MV 209, Go, Make a Diff’rence     -     Helen Smith-McIntyre and Marty Bembridge 

 
 

 

 

 



Erin Shoemaker Bio 
 
I was born into a United Church family and baptized in Neepawa, Manitoba United Church. 

There I attended Mission Band, Sunday School, C.G.I.T and High C. My 3 children were born 

and raised there in their young  years. 
 

In 1972,  I was one of six feminists who started Herstory: A Women’s Calendar and continued 

to contribute to this collective journal for the next 4 editions. My university education has 
been at the University of Saskatchewan where I earned an Honours B.A in Sociology and a post 

graduate degree in Educational Psychology. I then worked as the Director of Sunstar House – a 
group home for disadvantaged girls 15-19 years.  

 
In 1984 I was offered the job of being the first Director of AIDS Saskatoon. Doing this 

challenging and rewarding work during the height of the epidemic led me to consider entering 
ministry. At this time a handful of lesbians and gay men with church connections started the 

organization Affirm – later to become Affirm United. We worked on the documents Towards an 
Understanding of Human Sexuality and the MMHS document Membership, Ministry and  

Human Sexuality - the discussion document for the 1988 General Council. I was present there 
as one of two spokespersons for Affirm - the other being Rev. Eilert Frierichs. 
 

In 1990 I entered St. Andrew’s College, graduating in 1994. It was a challenging journey as I 
was one of the first lesbian or gay candidates for ministry. Following ordination I was called to 

Balcarres. As I was 50 years old at this time I could be called – which was to my advantage as it 
would have been difficult to find a settlement charge for me. In 1995 I was invited to serve on 

the World Council of Churches HIV/AIDS Advisory Committee. During the next 3 years we met 
in Geneva and India to write the educational materials for the global churches.  
 

I completed training in Spiritual Direction through the Pacific Jubilee Program at the Vancouver 

School of Theology in 1999. After serving in ministry at Balcarres for 5 years I served 
congregations in Moose Jaw, and Regina. Since retiring I have served occasionally as Pulpit 

Supply in Regina and area and Saskatoon. I live in Wolf Willow Cohousing with my spouse Jan. 
We are both Friends of the Iona Community in Scotland having volunteered there in the 

summer of 2004. I remain a strong feminist and have been involved in the lesbian and gay 
communities in Regina and Saskatoon since 1972. 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Thomas Wesley, an Affirming congregation of the United Church of 

Canada.  
It is our policy that in worship services we will use language, imagery and metaphors that are 

non-racist, non-sexist, and inclusive of female, male and non-gendered images of God. While we 
may not always be successful, this remains an important goal as we attest that all are made “in 

God’s image.” 


